WHEN THE WORD LINGERS

Room to Be Seen

A one-page Luke 13:10-17
reflection guide

Connected to this week’s reflection:
" The People the Center Forgot

Sunday, September 27

SCRIPTURE

He laid his hands on her, and immediately she was made
straight, and she glorified God.
— Luke 13:13 (ESV)

A REFLECTION

In Luke 13, the woman had been in the room all along.
Bent low by eighteen years of suffering, she did not force
herself into the center. Jesus saw her, called her near,
and spoke to her with dignity. He did not treat her as

a problem to solve or a lesson to display. He restored her
in plain sight and named her as one who belonged.

This small scene invites us to ask who remains visible
enough to be present, yet invisible enough to be overlooked.
It also exposes the way routine, religious order, and guarded
comfort can leave very little room for mercy. Jesus does not
ignore the room, but He refuses to let the room define her
worth. He makes space for freedom, honor, and praise
where others had learned to look past her.

Free guide: Room to Be Seen

FIVE GUIDED QUESTIONS

Who in your ordinary spaces may be present,
yet rarely truly seen?

What habits, assumptions, or distractions make it
harder for you to notice quiet suffering?

Where might comfort or routine be crowding out
compassion in your life?

What does it mean to you that Jesus called her
a daughter of Abraham before the room?

What is one practical way you can help make your
church, home, or workplace a place with more
room to be seen?

A SIMPLE PRACTICE
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Notice one person this week who often remains at the edge
of the room.

Move toward them with unhurried attention.

Ask one gentle question.

Listen longer than feels efficient.

Pray for them by name before the day ends.

‘ Lord Jesus, You see what others miss. Teach me to notice the people I am
tempted to pass by. Keep me from protecting comfort while someone near me
carries quiet pain. Form in me a heart that makes room for mercy, dignity, and

welcome. Let Your compassion shape the way I listen, speak, and respond today. Amen.
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